LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
who in three years had become the admiration of the Irish
Bar.
It was Lord Hardwicke's ill fate to acquaint his friend
with the decision of the Cabinet regarding him and the
dignity, restraint, and absence of aU bitterness with which
he received the news could not fail to impress even his
enemies.
The English Cabinet professed themselves anxious that
the recall of Lord Redesdale should only be considered a
step towards conciliating the Irish Roman Catholics, and
not in any way due to deficiencies on his part, which it
would have been impossible to substantiate, but at the same
time nothing was left undone to humiliate and annoy
him. The Dublin papers published a report of his death
on the day he transacted business in the Court of Chan-
cery. Three days later, and after he had received official
notice of his recall, it was announced that he had been
informed from London that his resignation of the Irish
Seals would be accepted. He was well known to be the
most influential man in the country and these items of
news set all men talking. There was general regret among
the loyalists, and all who desired the fearless administra-
tion of the law.
Lord Spencer informed Lord Hardwicke that he pro-
posed to advise the King to issue a Royal "Warrant for
placing the Great Seal of Ireland in the hands of Commis-
sioners until it was possible for Ponsonby to return to '
Ireland, which, it was explained, he could not do imme-
diately without considerable inconvenience to the public
service, as his presence in England was urgently needed
to discuss matters relating to Ireland with His' Majesty's
confidential servants. Lord Spencer named the Lord Chief
Justice of the King's Bench, the Master of the Rolls and
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